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In-theater and virtual screening 
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To get tickets, visit: Abraham Castillo Flores 

The Pentagram  
of Mexican Cinema Horror Legends  
 
A Performative Lecture by Abraham Castillo Flores + Fernando 
Méndez’s Misterios de ultratumba 
 

REDCAT welcomes film curator and historian Abraham Castillo Flores for a one-of-a-
kind celebration at the threshold of Halloween and Día de Muertos. 
 
Bursting with bristling film clips and unheard-of stories from the cinematic beyond, 
Castillo Flores presents a must-see psychotronic lecture that will invoke the legends of 
Mexican folklore that have manifested themselves throughout the years in the country’s 
delirious cinema of fantasy and horror: La Llorona, El Santo, La Momia, La Muerte and 
El Diablo. These mythical figures remain deeply ingrained in the Mexican collective 
psyche, and through cycles of hibernation and euphoric popularity, reflect the 
paradoxical relationship between the reverence for and mockery of death and the 
afterlife that Mexican culture is known for around the world. 
 
Following Castillo Flores’ presentation, the evening will be crowned by the screening 
of a classic Mexican horror cinema gem: Misterios de ultratumba (1958), directed by 
the late Fernando Méndez. 
 
“Viewers are getting tired of formulas and are hungry for options. Then suddenly, with 
exotic movies appearing—like in the case of La Llorona—people are not only 
discovering new voices, but they're discovering historical realities that are not 
commonly touched upon.” –Matt Donato, RogerEbert.com 
 
“Anyone with an interest in Mexican fantasy and horror cinema is going to want to see 
this presentation.” –Rachel Bellwoar, Comicon.com 
 
"Full of dark shadows, creeping fog, howling wind, ghostly apparitions, mental patients, 
disfigurement, death and murder, Misterios de ultratumba is a masterpiece of gothic 
filmmaking that deserves far more attention and praise than it has received." 
 –Bloody Disgusting 
 

 

 



The Program 
 
Abraham Castillo Flores: The Pentagram of Mexican Cinema Horror Legends: A 
Performative Lecture (2021) 
 
In this specially commissioned presentation for REDCAT, Castillo Flores invites the 
audience along a scenic tour across a century’s worth of Mexican fantasy and horror 
cinema, giving both the horror film buffs and the uninitiated a chance at picturing social 
and political trends through the unnerving and unexpected perspective that this specific 
film genre has consistently built as a response to their context. Cleverly identifying the 
iconic figures of La Llorona, El Santo, La Momia, La Muerte and El Diablo and pairing 
them with corresponding natural elements, Castillo Flores weaves the symbolic, the 
mythical and the material, into and outside the screen, effectively arguing for the 
immanent force of cinema as a means to channel and influence social reality. 
 
Fernando Méndez: Misterios de ultratumba (1958) 82 min 
 
An electrifying scary tale about the man who shocked society with his scientific 
experiments at the beginning of the century. Dr. Mazali tampers with the limits of life 
and death, and as he does, the mental asylum he is in charge of becomes the central stage 
for unsettling apparitions, occultism, and maddening haunting. Misterios de ultratumba 
is one of the long forgotten masterpieces of classic horror cinema in Mexico. Inexplicably 
overlooked by history, the film is crafted with precision by Méndez as he leads Rafael 
Bertrand (Dr. Mazali) and Mapita Cortés (Patricia) amidst a wonderfully gothic 
atmosphere that audiences could relate to, reminiscent of the works of Mario Bava and 
the storyline of Herbert West’s quest. The film glows with gorgeous black and white 
cinematography by Victor Herrera and top art design by Gunther Gerzo. What lies beyond 
death? Who would dare approach these secrets? 
 
 
The Curator 
 
Obsessed with the power and paradoxical beauty of genre stories imprinted onto 
celluloid and pixels, Abraham Castillo Flores has served as head curator at Morbido 
Film Fest since 2010, where he presents high caliber freaky cinema to audiences 
devoted to intense audiovisual experiences. Years of experience within different 
tentacles of the film industry combined with teaching have led him to dedicate his every 
breath to the promotion, restructuring, study and presentation of genre films where the 
definition and boundaries of taste still remain fluid. He collaborates with physical media 
labels like Arrow Video, Severin Films and Fractured Visions. His master class: The 
Morbido Crypt’s Guide to Mexican Fantasy and Horror Cinema, which revisits the 
origins and evolution of national genre film manifestations, has been presented at VIFF, 
Fantastic Fest, Miskatonic Institute of Horror Studies, and Nightstream. 
 
The Filmmaker 
 
Fernando Méndez (1908-1966) was a prolific filmmaker who played an unsung role in 
the middle of Mexico's golden age of cinema. Méndez worked his way up in the 
industry, from sound assistant and make-up artist (both crafts he learned while working 
at a young age in Hollywood) to script writer and all the way to his directorial debut in 



1940. He directed nearly 40 films in the span of two decades ranging over different film 
genres. As a script writer his most popular work came in the comedic field with films 
such as Los tres García (1947) and Los hijos de María Morales (1952), but perhaps he 
is most well remembered for having directed the classic horror films Ladrón de 
cadáveres (1957) and most importantly El vampiro (1957). 
 

 

The Jack H. Skirball Series is organized by Bérénice Reynaud and 
Eduardo Thomas and funded in part by the Ostrovsky Family Fund. 
We would like to acknowledge the generous support in the making of 
this event from Alameda Films. 


