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Nedwick, NEWHAB, Richard Newman, Erik Odom, Jen Olivares, Tosin Olufalabi, Ricky Pak, Mayumi Park, 
Ricardo Perez, Michelle Pett, Rose Portillo, Sam Prater, Sisi Reid, Christopher Rivas, Emily Robinson, Tori 
Schuchmann, Jamie Schumacher, Isaac Sevier, Mark Shugoll, Kamal Sinclair, Springboard for the Arts, Cai 
Steger, Katharine Steger, Grant Sunoo, Katherine Teiken, Alejandro Tey, Brittany Turner, Meghan Venable-
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Major supporters include Americans for the Arts, the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, the Ford Theatre, 
the Knight Foundation MAP Fund, the Mellon Foundation, the National New Play Network, the New 
England Foundation for the Arts, and the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation. 

This performance is funded by the generous support of Fariba Ghaffari.

The Most Beautiful Home...Maybe was made possible with funding by the New England Foundation 
for the Arts’ National Theater Project, with lead funding from The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and 
additional support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. The Most Beautiful Home...Maybe is also 
funded by the The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the New England Foundation for the Arts, the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, MAP Fund, the Network for Energy Water and Health in Affordable Buildings, 
National New Play Network, Ford Theatres, the National Endowment for the Arts, The John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation, and individual donors.

The Most Beautiful Home…Maybe originally premiered at Mixed Blood Theatre in Minneapolis in October, 
2021. For Booking and Touring: Jack Reuler, junior@mixedblood.com. 

For more information, visit themostbeautifulhome.com.

ABOUT THE WORK
Welcome to The Most Beautiful Home…Maybe. Come on in!

This production was developed over four years, informed by conversations with local and 
national partners, including housing advocates and activists, government workers, and 
individuals. We repeatedly heard about the focus on policies that can be passed rather than 
policies that need to be passed. The result, an inability to imagine solutions; to see a future 
that works for everyone. 

Our show offers a remedy. It is an invitation to imagine together, to collectively day-dream 
the housing future we want. See it. Talk about it.

For policy to change: look at root causes (the past), see what’s happening now and talk to 
those most impacted (the present), and picture in our minds what success looks like (the 
future). Try it out, why don’t you?

As Zébra tells us, “We’re all we got. So, let’s save each other.”



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
ashley sparks is a southern theatre maker, engagement strategist, facilitator, collaboration 
coach and consultant. She has worked nationally with companies such as Cornerstone 
Theater Company in Los Angeles, ArtSpot Productions in New Orleans, and PearlDamour. 
As a director they prefer making site-specific devised work and participatory events that 
may involve line dancing, community singing, or ice cream sandwiches for all. They have 
worked with the Natural Resources Defense Council’s cross-sector projects SPARCC, 
EEFA, ACCC, and the City Energy Project consulting on team dynamics and collaboration 
coaching.
     Currently they work for the Network of Energy Water and Health in Affordable Buildings 
(NEWHAB) as event producer for their Annual Convening. They worked for the Network 
of Ensemble Theaters MicroFest USA event series and their role included both organizing 
production logistics and working closely with community members to tell their stories to a 
national audience. This festival/think-tank series highlighted the impact art has in revitalizing 
communities.
     They are an honoraria of the Princess Grace Award and have an M.F.A. in Directing and 
Public Dialogue from Virginia Tech University. They are a recipient of the Blade of Grass 
Fellowship, 2017 cohort.

Mark Valdez is an artist, cultural organizer, and consultant who partners with communities, 
organizations, civic institutions, and others, using theater and creative tools to address 
community needs and to lift up community voices and stories.
     His work has been seen at the Alliance Theatre, Cornerstone Theater Company, Mixed 
Blood, and Trinity Rep, among others. Recent projects include the animated short film The 
Curious Cardinal which he wrote and directed, and Detained by France-Luce Benson.
     Mark is the recipient of various grants and awards including the 2019 Johnson 
Fellowship for Artists Transforming Communities and the 2021 California Arts Council’s 
Legacy Artist Fellowship. He is a Board member of Double Edge Theatre and Cornerstone 
Theater, and a former Board member for Theater Communications Group (TCG).
     Mark was the founding Executive Director of the Network of Ensemble Theaters, a 
collective of artists committed to co-creation. He is the incoming Artistic Director of Mixed 
Blood Theatre in Minneapolis.

Mixed Blood Theatre
Using theater to disrupt injustice, model equity, and create community, Mixed Blood 
inspires the global village to create ripple effects of social change, inviting all peoples 
into its audience and onto its stage for its unique brand of challenging, inclusive, and 
predictably unpredictable theater since 1976. Mixed Blood collaborates and fosters 
partnerships in Minnesota and beyond to amplify how art drives necessary change for our 
shared humanity, purpose, and rights. The National Theatre Conference named Mixed 
Blood its Outstanding Theater in America in 2021.



Actors’ Equity Association (“Equity”), founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor union
that represents more than 51,000 professional Actors and Stage Managers.
Equity fosters the art of live theater as an essential component of society and
advances the careers of its members by negotiating wages, improving working
conditions and providing a wide range of benefits, including health and pension
plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an
international organization of performing arts unions.

HOUSING TYPES

Community Land Trust: A non-profit 
corporation that holds (owns) land on 
behalf of a community, serving as long-
term stewards for housing and other 
community assets. Renters pay the CLT 
and home owners own their home but not 
the land it’s on. 

Co-ops & Condos: Cooperative 
housing (co-op) property is owned by an 
organization and shares are sold to the 
residents. A condo is a privately owned 
residence in a multi-unit building that 
includes ownership of commonly used 
property. A condo owner owns their unit, a 
co-op owner owns shares in the building.

Low-Budget Motels/Hotels: Lodging 
establishments once used by travelers and 
tourists, now used by social services and 
individuals as housing, offering nightly, 
weekly, and monthly rental options.

Tents, Vehicles & Sidewalks: Operating 
outside of the housing system, these are 
housing options of last resort.



Naturally Occurring Affordable Housing 
(NOAH): Residential rental properties that 
maintain low rents without government 
subsidy. Commonly known as “Mom and 
Pop Landlords,” NOAH can take the form 
of single-family homes, apartments, and 
accessory dwelling units (ADUs).

Subsidized Housing: Privately owned 
apartments receiving public subsidies to 
provide affordable rents. Two common 
types: Section 8 vouchers subsidize a 
tenant’s rent and are paid to landlords; the 
Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) 
incentivize developers to build low and 
moderate-income housing.

Shelter: Shelters provide temporary, 
overnight sleeping accommodations and 
bathroom access for unhoused persons. 
Frequently run by non-profits or faith 
communities.

Market-Rate Apartments: Property 
owned by private developers (individuals 
and conglomerates). Rents are determined 
by market forces and set by the landlords, 
without restrictions. 

Single Family Home: Freestanding home 
with no common walls or roof, set alone 
on its own piece of land.

Public Housing: Housing for people with 
low incomes, subsidized by public funds. 
The property is owned by the government.



HOW TO GET INVOLVED

 Scan this QR code to register

United to House LA | unitedtohousela.com

Pledge your support for the “United to House LA” Coalition and endorse the Los Angeles 
Program to Prevent Homelessness and Fund Affordable Housing (“House LA”) Initiative!
     The measure would generate $8 billion over 10 years, which is the largest long-term 
housing funding ever considered in the City of Los Angeles.  If passed in November 2022, 
the funding from this ballot initiative will provide consistent financial support to build non-
market-rate affordable housing and assist housing and homelessness organizations in the 
city of Los Angeles to operate their renter stability programs to keep more families in their 
homes and off the streets.

Abundant Housing LA | abundanthousingla.org

Abundant Housing LA is a pro-housing, nonprofit advocacy organization working to help 
solve Southern California’s housing crisis. Their organization supports more housing at all 
levels of affordability and reforms to land use and zoning codes, which are needed in order 
to make housing more affordable, improve access to jobs and transit, promote greater 
environmental sustainability, and advance racial and economic equity. Sign up for their 
action alerts or become a member.

SCANPH | scanph.org

Support Southern California Association of Non-Profit Housing (SCANPH’s) mission to 
facilitate affordable housing development across Southern California by advancing effective 
public policies, sustainable financial resources, strong member organizations, and beneficial 
partnerships. Join their newsletter to stay up to date with its activities and industry 
information.

Housewarming: Little Tokyo & Skid Row
Saturday, May 21, 10:30am - 4:00pm

Join us for a roving teach-in through downtown LA, as we look at 
the neighborhoods’ housing histories. It will start and end at the 
Japanese American Cultural & Community Center in Little Tokyo, 
and we’ll hear from both Little Tokyo and Skid Row advocates 
about community-driven ideas and solutions. Housewarming will 
explore the region’s housing history, educate with  Homelessness 
and Housing 101s, and will feature performances from community-
based artists whose work is anchored in the topics of the day. 

Housewarming is presented in partnership with the Japanese American 
Cultural and Community Center and Sustainable Little Tokyo.



Everyone In L.A. | everyoneinla.org

Everyone In is a community movement to end our homelessness and housing crisis 
by building public and political will to create solutions we know work: affordable and 
supportive housing in every part of L.A. County. Their mission is to keep L.A. on track by 
celebrating progress where we see it, putting pressure on government at every level to do 
more, and organizing our neighbors to speak up for change. Check out their upcoming 
events for action and educational opportunities.

Check out the Resources page on our website at themostbeautifulhome.com/resources for 
other ways to learn about housing and those working to build a more equitable future.
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UPCOMING AT REDCAT
Kaneza Schaal: KLII      June 23 - 25, 2022

KLII exorcises the ghost of Belgium’s King Leopold II through a mytho-biographical performance 
by theater-maker Kaneza Schaal. Designed and codirected by Christopher Myers, KLII draws 
on Mark Twain’s King Leopold’s Soliloquy (1905), a fictional monologue written after Twain’s visit 
to the Congo Free State, and Patrice Lumumba’s 1960 independence speech in the Congo. 
Increasingly our demons are invisible—long-hidden racism and misogyny, misinformation, even 
the virus. How do we handle these threats, which are as central to our everyday life as they are 
hidden? Schaal and Myers propose an exorcism in theater, starring one of the villains of the 19th 
century whose actions resonate through the present day.

KCRW is the Official Radio Sponsor of REDCAT

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram: @calartsredcat
For more information, email info.redcat@calarts.edu or visit redcat.org
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